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Ref: VS/JH/Parentletter/July17

21st July 2017
Name
Address1
Address2
Address3
Postcode
Dear Parent/Carer
I am writing to thank parents/carers for their on-going support in our drive to raise standards at Parkwood
E-ACT Academy - this year has been a huge success for many students and staff. A very wide cross section of
students have been rewarded for their excellence, attainment and/or progress in our new ‘Awards Assemblies’,
of which we have now held four. Some of our areas of success are listed below:•
•
•
•
•
•

Sheffield schools Athletics Champions
KS3 City Cricket Champions
Successful completion of University of Sheffield Y10 Residential
Parkwood students success at the Carillion Speak out Competition
2 students attended the Carillion Sustainable Conference in London and conducted speeches to the CEO
of the company and 300 guests
Growing parental feedback and support through the parent forum, parent surgeries and growing
ambassadors

We have also been extremely successful in our fundraising efforts this year including;
•
•
•
•

£325.00 for Cancer Research (Race for Life) and £366.49 for McMillan Cancer Support
£500.00 for Dementia Care (sponsored exercise bike and cake sale)
£1087.67 for the British Red Cross and a further £300 for the British Red Cross Grenfell Tower Appeal
(staff meal donations)
£2671.00 for St Luke’s Hospice (Mr Howard’s Banger Challenge – ‘Monte Carlo or Bust’)

The generosity of Parkwood families continues to amaze – thank you all!
School Priorities – 2017-18
Please see enclosed the visual image of our academy’s strategic areas for improvement for the forthcoming
year. These are:•
•
•
•
•

Everyone teaching good or better lessons
Everyone attends all the time, on time
Everyone delivers a personalised, exciting and relevant curriculum that caters for all
Everyone models our core values
To drive mobility to break the link between a person’s background and where they get to in life
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Attendance
Attendance in Parkwood Academy remains a key priority as there are too many students with unauthorised
absence (holidays or family visits abroad in term time) or sporadic, unexplained absence. Please continue to
support us by ensuring your child attends on time, all of the time. Term dates and INSET days are included in
this letter to help families plan ahead. If your son/daughter is absent, please contact the attendance team - you
should be aware that as an organisation, we will continue to implement a robust process to ensure every child
attends on time, all of the time, this will include fining poor attenders and students taking holidays in term
time. This will improve attendance and help our students/your children to succeed.
Punctuality
Lateness to school is not acceptable. As educators, we prepare young people with life skills to succeed, this
includes arriving to school on time, every day – students who are persistently late will do catch up learning
sessions on Friday afternoons and Saturday mornings.
School Transport
As you are aware, the green bus will not be available in September as the company will cease trading over the
summer. We have managed to secure the services of Heatons Coaches (white bus) which will pick up from
Vestry Hall, Burngreave at 8am and stop at every bus stop on route to Parkwood. Another bus will leave Page
Hall at 8.20am. There will be a cost of 80p per journey for this service. Please see our website for further
details.
Term Dates and Holidays – 2017-18

Half Term Holiday:
Autumn Half Term 2:
Christmas Holiday:

Monday 4th September 17 to Friday 27th October 17
(Academy closed to students on 4th & 5th September 17)
Monday 30th October 17 to Friday 3rd November 17
Monday 6th November 17 to Friday 22nd December 17
Monday 25th December 17 to Friday 5th January 18

Spring Half Term 1
Half Term Holiday:
Spring Half Term 2:
Easter Holiday

Monday 8th January 18 to Friday 16th February 18
Monday 19th February 18 to Friday 23rd February 18
Monday 26th February 18 to Thursday 29th March 18
Friday 30th March 18 to Friday 13th April 18

Summer Half Term 1:
May Day holiday:
Spring Bank Holiday:
Summer Half Term 2:

Monday 16th April 18 to Friday 25th May 18
Monday 7th May 2018
Monday 28th May 18 to Friday 1st June 18
Monday 4th June 18 to Friday 20th July 2018

Autumn Half Term 1:

INSET Days
The Academy will be closed to all students
Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th September 2017
Monday 13th November 2017
Friday 22nd December 2017
Friday 12th January 2018
Monday 23rd April 2018
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Times of the Academy Day
Years 7-11
8.50-9.00

Students make their way to lessons

9.00-9.55

Period 1

9.55-10.50

Period 2

10.50-11.05

Break

11.05-12.00

Period 3

12.00-12.55

Period 4

12.55-13.10

Tutor

13.10-13.40

Lunch

13.40-14.35

Period 5

14.35-15.30

Period 6

On Fridays, the school day will end for all students after lunch. Registration will take place at 1.40pm and
students will finish lessons for the day at 1.50pm.
Uniform
I would like to remind you that it is a requirement that students wear the correct uniform AT ALL TIMES.

Plain black, polishable shoes MUST BE WORN and NOT black trainers (no motifs or logos).
Students must not wear jeans or jeggings. Please refer to the website or contact the academy if you require
further information. Any student who fails to wear full school uniform will be placed in STEC (short term
exclusion centre).

Student Planners
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As you are aware, we are re-introducing student planners in September. Every student will be given a planner in
the new academic year. This will become part of the equipment list and must be carried at all times. As well as
forming an additional way of communicating with parents, the planner will contain useful material, as well as
key reference information for both students and parents. Staff will log any Basic 8 or C3 removal in planners in
order that parents know and can support us in improving their child’s behaviour and attendance. The attached
sheet gives details of our behaviour for learning system.
Progress Reports
Also enclosed with this letter is your child’s progress report. This document provides you with information
about how your child has performed in their recent synoptic examinations. If your child has not met their target
grade in English, Maths or Science, interventions have been added to help your child improve their grades and
we would urge you to support them in doing so over the summer break.
Along with our homework booklets that are on our website, we have also provided links to a range of websites
to further develop your child’s learning.
English
Maths
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
www.vle.mathswatch.com
www.bbc.co.uk/education
https://corbettmaths.com
www.englishclub.com
www.keshmaths.com
www.chompchomp.com
www.GCSEpod.com

Science
www.bbc.co.uk/education

Finally, I hope you all have a fantastic summer and I look forward to welcoming your child back to Parkwood on
Wednesday 6th September 2017.
Yours sincerely

Victoria Simcock
Headteacher
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School Key Priorities for 2017-18

Everyone teaching good or better
lessons

Everyone delivers a personalised,
exciting and relevant curriculum
that caters for all.

Everyone attends all the time, on
time

Everyone models our core values

To drive social mobility to break the link between a person’s
background and where they get to in life

CLIMATE for LEARNING
1. Arrive to school and
lessons on time
2. Have the right
equipment
3. Wear the correct
uniform
4. No electronic
devices - mobile phones
or accessories
5. Use appropriate
language
6. Stay in class
7. Sensible behaviour corridors, dining room
and outside the
academy
8. Eating and drinking
only in designated
areas - no chewing

BASIC 8

Our expectations

BASIC 8 DETENTION

10 mins
at lunchtime
in Year Hubs

PROTECTED LEARNING
DETENTION

30 mins
after school
with classroom
teacher

FAILURE TO ATTEND
Year Group Detention 45 mins
REFUSAL TO ENGAGE
Intervention
by year teams
for further consequences

SLT LINK

FAILURE
FAILURETO
TOATTEND
ATTEND
SLT Detention
- 45 mins
SLT Detention
Monday
evening
60 mins

FAILURE TO ATTEND
Headteacher’s Detention
2 hours
Saturday Morning

SHORT TERM EXCLUSION
CENTRE

C1 Warned about behaviour
C2

Final warning

C3

Yellow slip removal

IMMEDIATE C3 DETENTION

