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Students who study a modern foreign language
also enjoy enhanced career opportunities, with a
command of a major European language highly
valued by employers in a competitive global
market, and increasingly favoured by universities.
EXAMINATION

All four MFL language skills are assessed, and each
is worth 25% of the total marks available, whether
at Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) or at Higher Tier
(grades 4-9). No mixed-tier entries are permitted.
The listening exam requires candidates to
discriminate between important and irrelevant
information by answering questions in English and
in French. At Foundation Tier it lasts 35 minutes
and at Higher Tier it lasts 45 minutes.
The speaking exam has 3 elements; a role play
situation; a photo card task designed to elicit 5
answers to questions based on a visual stimulus;
and a general conversation during which
candidates speak spontaneously and initiate and
develop extended discussions.
The reading exam has 3 sections – in Section A
candidates respond to written texts in English; in
Section B candidates respond to comprehension
questions in French, and in Section C candidates
translate short text from French into English. This
exam lasts 45 or 60 minutes respectively.
The Foundation Tier writing exam has 4 tasks – a
short photo-based task, a brief passage (up to 40
words) based on bullet points, a short translation
from English into the Foreign Language, and a
structured written task of around 90 words. The
Higher Tier exam has 3 tasks - a structured written
task of around 90 words, an open-ended written
task of around 150 words, and translation of a
longer text from English into French.

